A Poet's Pedigree

The transatlantic Bysshe, says Medwin, " exer-
cised the profession of a quack doctor and
married, it is said, the widow of a miller, but
for this I cannot vouch." Dowden, who likes
to tone down anything derogatory, even
about Shelley's grandfather, refers to " rumours
of some dim American bride," but says that
Bysshe a must have made haste in wooing
and wedding and burying his transatlantic
wife, if ever she had existence," for he was
not more than twenty-one when he married
his second wife. But as the poet himself
definitely states- in a letter of 1812 that his
grandfather " acted very ill to three wives,"
we may reasonably take it that the miller's
widow existed, " in some shape or other."

Before he was twenty-one, Bysshe Shelley
had renounced quackery, buried (we must
assume) his American wife, come to England,
and, in Medwin's words, " captivated the
great heiress of Horsham, the only daughter
and heiress of the Rev. Theobald Michell."
Her guardian forbade the marriage, so the
couple eloped and " were wedded in that
convenient asylum for lovers, the Fleet, by
the Fleet parson." Having borne him three
children (including Timothy, the poet's father),
this wife died, within a few years, of smallpox,
Medwin's possibly prejudiced account of the
sequel begins : " After his wife's death, an
insatiate fortune-hunter, he laid siege to a
second heiress in an adjoining county. In order
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